
UPD e-news
The Urbana Park Distr ict

i s  the  proud rec ip ient  of

a 1st Place 2007 Governor ’s

Home Town Award  in  the Parks

and Recreat ion Category for

the re-development  work

being  done in  V ictory  Park .

V ictory  Park ,  which s i ts  between Green Street  and Main  Street  wes t

of  Cottage Grove,  dates  to  the 1920s.  Pr ior  to  the re-development

effort ,  the park  had not  undergone any major  changes or  received

new amenit ies  s ince 1980.  The park distr ict  was approached by

neighbors  request ing upgrades in  2005.  A V ictory  Park  Master  P lan

was created as  monthly  meet ings  took p lace with  the neighbors .

The p lan inc ludes  more internal  pathways  in  the park,  a  new

playground (a l ready constructed) ,  and a  new shelter.

The distr ict  received an OSLAD (Open Space Land Acquis i t ion and

Development)  Grant  to  fund most  of  the project .  Much of  the rest  i s

from a City  of  Urbana Community  Block Development Grant.

Res idents  have  been d i rect ly  invo lved f rom the  s tart .  Vo lunteers

have worked to  p lan and even to  bui ld  the new playground!

The park  re-development  wi l l  be  complete  in  2008.  As  a  result  of

th is  e f fort ,  there  i s  ev idence  of  a  renewed sense  of  pr ide  in  the

Histor ic  East  Urbana Neighborhood.  Already park use has increased,

making  i t  more fun and eas ier  for  res idents  to  meet  their  ne ighbors

in  a  rev i ta l i zed gather ing  spot .
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